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Matthew 6:9-13

9 "This, then, is how you should pray: 
   " Our Father in heaven, 
   hallowed be your name, 
 10 your kingdom come, 
   your will be done 
      on earth as it is in heaven. 
 11 Give us today our daily bread. 
 12 Forgive us our debts,

      as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
 13 And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from the evil one.”

Luke 11:2-4

2He said to them, "When you pray, say: 
   " 'Father,
   hallowed be your name, 
   your kingdom come.
 3 Give us each day our daily bread. 
 4 Forgive us our sins, 
      for we also forgive everyone who sins against us.
   And lead us not into temptation.”
The Lords Prayer in Matthew forms part of the teachings in the Sermon on the Mount (Ch 5-8) that Jesus spoke to the crowds and to His disciples not long after they were appointed. Here in this passage Jesus instructs them on how to pray to the Father. In Luke, the disciples had been with Jesus for a while and one day when He returns from prayer one of the disciples asks Jesus to teach them how to pray, after having observed Him many times withdrawing to pray. 

In Matthew Jesus warns the disciples against the use of wasteful words or ‘babbling’ when praying, but rather to be aware that the Father already knows what your needs are. The prayer is succinct, structured and yet complete, which highlights the need for prepared and purposeful prayer. That is not to say that your prayer needs to be short and sweet despite the apparent ‘lack’ of words presented in the prayer…but this example is more that of a guide as to what requests and praises should be made know to God. It is almost like a checklist, yet one should be careful not to literally use it as one. The Lord’s Prayer was designed to guide us in the way we should pray…but what exactly we pray for is as individual as we are. 

The Prayer could be viewed as a house with many rooms…as we pray we should enter each room, committing the room and all that is conducted within it and those that reside in it to God, making your requests known as required. So let’s enter this vast house of prayer and learn how to pray…

Our Father in heaven hallowed be your name,
When we pray we are talking to God our Father…it may have been appropriate for Jesus to clarify this as the disciples would have know Abraham as their father and would have held him in high regard as a powerful man of God and a place from where to get guidance on how to live…it would have been easy for them to be mislead as to who exactly they should pray to.  When it says ‘our’ Father it is a reference to born again Christians, which is the only way that God can become our Father. This statement also acknowledges that God is enthroned in Heaven, and is not merely and earthly god that we worship…thus it places Him above us, in more than one sense. It is also worth noting that it doesn’t say this is how ‘we’ should pray…Jesus says this is how ‘you’ should pray…which makes Him quite exclusive. John 17 goes on to describe how Jesus prayed…and although there a many differences, there are also some good examples that we could utilize to explain how to expand on this prayer that has been given to us. 

When the prayer says ‘hallowed by your Name’…the term hallowed means to make holy and sacred. This should be the state of your heart toward God…His name (and Himself) should be set apart in your life, His name should be held in reverence, higher than anything else in your life or on earth. If we start off with this attitude and belief before we pray then all the other aspects of our pray should follow suit and should be asked of in His name knowing what His name represents. I believe that this is not solely intended as a statement or acknowledgment of His sovereignty but also acts as a pray for us, in that we ask Him for his spirit to ensure that we honor Him with our life and not merely our words. 

Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven

What does He mean by kingdom? And how will it come? 
Let’s start with Matthew 17: 20-21;

20 Jesus replied, “The coming of the kingdom of God is not something that can be observed,

21 nor will people say, ‘here it is’, or ‘there it is’, because the kingdom of God is in your midst.”

1 Corinthian 4:20 Paul says, “For the kingdom of God is not a matter of talk but of power.” Kingdom in this sense is not referring to a territory but rather a dominion...God’s dominion.  Isaiah 9:6 predicts the coming of the kingdom of God to earth…which is fulfilled in Matthew 1:23 where the virgin gives birth to a son to be called Emmanuel, meaning God is with us. This idea of the kingdom coming to earth is again supported in Matthew 3:2 and 4:17 where both John the Baptist and Jesus declare and warn the people that the kingdom of God has come near. 

So in a practical sense…Jesus was God’s kingdom sent to earth. So if the kingdom is the dominion of God and then God is sent to be with us here on earth…then it would be fair to say that His kingdom is already here on earth...in us…those that have chosen to believe and now walk in His kingdom. So the concept of this ‘kingdom’ living in us is kind of hard to get your head around. But here are a couple a verses that might help to clarify;

Romans 14:17

“For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in the holy spirit.”

Matthew 12:28

“But if it is by the spirit of God that I drive out demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you”

John 4:24

“God is spirit”

Each of these verses refers to the kingdom of God as a spirit; A spirit of righteousness, peace, joy and power. I think these verses pretty much spell it out…the spirit of God is the kingdom.

Ok so if God’s kingdom has already come then why would we pray for His kingdom to come? I think the idea here is that we are praying for the growing and harvesting of His kingdom…meaning saving of lost souls and living the kingdom in our own lives. We want His spirit to live in us to bring us closer into His presence and allow us to be Christ like witnesses for His glory. You would expect some sort of responsibility to uphold the reputation of His kingdom (so to speak). I think there may be another aspect to this passage but so far this is how I see it.

So if I was praying this bit I would be praying for His spirit to live in me and enable me to be a witness to others so that His kingdom can grow here on earth through and in others.

What is His ‘will’ and how is it done in Heaven? How then can it be done on earth?

Ok so from what I found, the will of God can mean a couple of things…

1. The sovereign plan of God that will come to pass

2. The commands that He gives us that we choose to follow

So I guess here we are asking for two things…

1. Let you will be done in my life…let your plan come to pass…even if it means that I have to suffer…

let it be done in me and in my life

2. Help me to do what you command me to do

In Heaven His will is done…Heaven is His domain…His will must be done and fulfilled. The same is true on earth. Although it doesn’t appear that God’s will is being done...He is still in control and things are being done as He authorizes.  Matthew 7:21 is very clear about the fact that we are expected to do the will of God…that is what He commands us to do…either through His word or through our spirit. We need to be obedient. So to sum up, we are praying for God’s sovereign plan to be carried out in our life no matter what the consequences and we are praying that God will help us to be active in doing what He is asking of us, no matter how small it may seem. Some relevant scriptures are listed below.
Romans 12:1-2

1 Therefore, I urge you, brother and sisters, in view of God’s mercy,

 to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God – this is true worship. 2 Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able test and approve what God’s will is – 

His good, pleasing and perfect will.

Matthew 26:39

“My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me. 
Yet not as I will, but as you will.”

1 Peter 3:17

“It is better to suffer for doing good, if that is God’s will, than to do evil.”

Ephesians 1:11

“In Him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will.”

Daniel 4:35

“He does according to his will among the host of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth; and none can stay his hand or say to him, ‘What have you done?’”

Matthew 7:21

Jesus said, “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven” 

1 Thessalonians 5:18 

“Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.”

1 John 2:17

“And the world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever”

Give us today our daily bread

This statement could be view in a literal or spiritual context…I think it is appropriate to address both. 

In the literal sense, bread would refer to the things that we need to live…both for our bodily sustenance and things that we require to live in society. I guess in this sense we could be asking for these things and/or thanking Him for His provision in the past and into the future. I also think that the reference to ‘daily’ implies to ask God for and be content with the things that you really ‘need’ to live each day. Further on in Matthew 6, Jesus instructs the people;

“25 Therefore I tell you, do not to worry about your life and what you will eat, drink or wear. Is life not more important than the food and the body more important than the clothes? 32 For the pagans run after these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. 33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and these things will be added unto you.”

In light of this passage I would like to address the second and most important context of this section…the spiritual bread! What is the spiritual bread? Jesus tells them to seek first the kingdom of God…and how do we do that exactly? By reading His Word…the Bible. It sound a little like we are asking God to give us His word, yet we have already received His Word. To me it is more like a request of God to reveal Himself to us through His Word…to feed our spirit so that we can draw closer to Him and live in Him. So before we can ask for our ‘daily dose of spiritual bread’ then we need to be eating the bread. That’s probably why Jesus said to them “is not life more important than the food and the body more important than the clothes”…He wants us to seek the important things, like Himself and His will…and by doing this he will clothe us and feed us in both the spiritual and physical sense. He reassures us in verse 26 by saying;

26 See the birds of the air…your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they?

For me, that is the most reassuring verse in the whole Bible…that I’ve come across so far.

Forgive us our debts, as we have also forgiven our debtors

A debt is typically thought of as owing money to someone…perhaps that someone paid a debt for you that you weren’t able to pay? This concept is exactly what Jesus had in mind when He told us to ask for forgiveness of our debts…but not monetary debts of course. We had a huge debt to God…and that was the punishment that we were to receive for our sins…Jesus paid that debt for us when He died on the cross…He did that because He loves us and didn’t want us to have to suffer for our debt. When He paid our debt on the cross He enabled us to be forgiven of our debt to God.  So in this section we are told to repent and ask for His forgiveness…but not just once and for all…rather each time we pray we need to make our impurities known to God, become cleansed through forgiveness, then turn around and walk away from our sins. This reminds us that we have been bought for a high price and are now indebted to Jesus for His sacrifice.

Ephesians 4:32 tells us to, “forgive others just as Christ forgave you.” Thus this section of the prayer mimics this command. I think this passage could be very misleading to someone with limited insight to the Word. It appears to say that we should ask for Gods forgiveness in response to our forgiveness towards others…as if we are to earn our forgiveness by forgiving others. But this is not the case…our forgiveness is a gift that we are not able to earn. Ephesians 2:8-9 says:

8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God – 9 Not by works, so that no one can boast.

But in saying this, Jesus tells the people in Matthew 6:15 that “If you do not forgive others their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.” This is a principle that Jesus is trying to explain to the disciples…based on the command given in Ephesians 4:32 to ‘forgive others’. Previously in Matthew 5:23-24 Jesus has already explained this concept where he says:

23 Therefore if you are offering your gift at the altar (yourself in prayer) and there remember that your brother or sister has something against you (or you against them), 24  leave your gift there in front of the altar. (Stop praying) 
First go and be reconciled to that person; then come and offer your gift. 

(Forgive first, and then ask for forgiveness)

This spells it out loud and clear. This verse addresses Jews concerning their forgiveness offerings to God in the time before Christ’s death. But the principle is the same for us now…how can we expect God to forgive us if we are not prepared to forgive others? Is our prayer not a gift of praise…and is not our body a living sacrifice to Him? God is very stern about the offering of stained and impure gifts in Isaiah 1:13-20 where he says:

13 Stop bringing meaningless offerings! Your incense is detestable to me…

14b they have become a burden to me; I am weary of bearing them.

15 When you spread out your hands in prayer, I will hide my eyes from you;

Even if you offer many prayers I will not listen. Your hands are full of blood

16 Wash and make yourselves clean. Take your evil deeds out of my sight!

Stop doing wrong, 17 Learn to do right! 19 If you are willing and obedient, you will eat from the best of the land; 20 but if you resist and rebel, you will be devoured by the sword.

Malachi 1:6-14 says a similar thing. It is an insult to God if we come to Him knowing that we have unfinished business in parts of our lives. How dare we think that we can come to Him with contempt in our heart? This is all based on the concept of taking up your cross and following Jesus. Denying yourself and living in guidance and obedience towards God. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil

Are we asking here for God not to lead us into temptation? Who is the tempter? Luke 4:13 tells us that Satan is the tempter. Matthew 18:7 and Luke 17:1 both tell us that temptation will come, and in Matthew 26:41 Jesus tells us to pray so that we don’t fall into temptation. God may allow us to be tempted by Satan, but he does not tempt us towards evil...that’s absurd! So in this passage we are not asking God not to tempt us but rather asking for His strength, wisdom and patience to resist the temptations of the Devil and then for His guidance through these times and situations and into deliverance. In 1 Corinthians chapter 10 we are warned not to get to cocky incase we fall, because we will fall, it’s inevitable. But He also offers us a promise…
12 So, if you think you are standing firm, be careful that you do not fall! 

13 No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to us all. 

And God is faithful; He will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. 

But when you are tempted, he will provide a way out so that you can endure it.

So in light of these scriptures it is quite clear that we should be praying to God for help to resist temptation, during our temptation and for deliverance. The best way to tackle temptation is to know the Word of God, speak it and live it[image: image3.jpg]
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